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LOT 1 – 1795 Flowing Hair Half-Dime LM.8, R.3 PCGS MS 64  
 

A pristine specimen, housed in an older green PCGS capsule, with exceptional luster, toning 
and eye appeal.  The immaculate surfaces are free from annoying adjustment marks so 
common to this issue.  The thoroughly original iridescent toning features subtle shades of 
aqua, gold and pale rose.  We may assume that the Solomon coin is among the nearly 100 
uncirculated 1795 half-dimes in the Wadsworth-Rea hoard, dispersed by W. Elliott 
Woodward in 1880.  There should be no hesitation in calling this piece a gem.  Striking 
weakness in the eagle’s wings is the sole excuse for the “modest” grade awarded by PCGS 
some years ago.  Here is a dream coin for the date and type collector. 
 
Acquired privately in April 2010 from Joe O’Connor. 
 
Estimate: $18,000 to $23,000 
 
 

 
 
The ESTIMATES shown in this catalogue represent a good faith effort of the 
cataloguer to assist collectors in the preparation of bids.  It goes without 
saying that higher or lower prices may prevail. 
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LOT 2 – 1800 Draped Bust Half-Dime LM.1, R.3 
         PCGS AU 55 with CAC Gold Label 

 
Here is a second half-dime with outrageous eye appeal.  The iridescent surfaces are original, 
mark-free and retain a bounty of luster.  French Impressionists would be pleased with the 
pastel blends of gold, turquoise, rose and yellow.  A balanced strike contributes to the 
desirability of this offering though purists will note slight softness in the obverse star points 
and the eagle’s breast.  No matter.  This is a wonderful coin, pushing hard on a higher grade, 
as suggested by the CAC gold label. 
 
Ex Melrose Bay Collection, Heritage, July 2005 Lot 5756 and the Dr. Claude Davis 
Collection, Heritage ANA Auction August 2010, Lot 4345 where Roger Solomon identified, 
coveted and purchased this magnificent half-dime. 
 
Estimate: $9,000 to $12,000 
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LOT 3 – 1805 Draped Bust Half-Dime LM.1, R.4 PCGS XF 45  
 
As with most collectors of early half-dimes Roger Solomon’s search for an AU example of 
this date came to naught.  He did, however, locate a handsome substitute.  The natural, light 
charcoal toning matches what my colleague Henry Hilgard likes to call “Grandma’s silver.”  
Hints of luster survive around the devices, notably the stars and legend.  The strike is typical, 
with weakness at the tip of the eagle’s right wing and at the right border of the shield.  
Comparison with the Logan/McCloskey plate coin is invited.  I find no marks worth mention 
and the rims are free of bothersome dings. 
 
Provenance and date of acquisition not available.  It should be noted that PCGS has graded 
only 3 1805 half-dimes in XF 45 and but 7 coins in higher grade.  The reported mintage is a 
scandalously low 15,600. 
 
Estimate: $10,000 to $15,000. 
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LOT 4 – 1796 Draped Bust, Small Eagle 10¢ JR.4, R.4 
                PCGS AU 58 Green Label CAC  

 
A semi-prooflike specimen of the first year of issue, enhanced by iridescent blue, rose and 
turquoise toning.  The strike is first rate.  Just a trace of friction is seen on the eagle’s breast, 
little if any on the obverse.  The dentils are crisp and complete.  This is a marvelous coin for 
date and type collectors.  The R.4 rarity rating will entice die variety collectors to join the 
fray for this eye appealing remnant of the 18th century Mint. 
 
Acquired privately from Kathleen Duncan, Pinnacle Rarities, October 2008. 
 
Estimate: $18,000 to $24,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 

 
 
LOT 5 – 1797 13 Stars Draped Bust, Sm. Eagle 10¢ JR.2, R.4 PCGS AU 55 
 
Yet another spectacular coin from the Solomon Collection, distinctly nicer than the three 
NGC AU 55 examples offered at auction over the last decade.  Just 3 uncirculated examples 
are claimed.  PCGS has certified 3 coins in AU 55 and 2 in higher grade.  The 13 star variety 
is a bit scarcer than the 16 star 1797.  The strike on this Condition Census piece is 
remarkable.  The eagle’s wing feathers are complete though weakness is inevitable on the 
breast.  Liberty’s curls are well defined, top to bottom.  The obverse is beautifully toned in 
shades of copper, pale blue and turquoise.  The reverse is silver grey.  Strong luster graces 
both sides.  The sole identifying mark is a nearly invisible scrape inside the left wing. 
 
Acquired privately from Ed Price via Stuart Levine, March 2005.  Earlier in Stack’s sale of 
the James A. Stack Collection, lot 4, Jan. 16, 1990. 
 
Estimate:  $20,000 to $30,000. 
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LOT 6 – 1801 Draped Bust, Lg. Eagle 10¢ JR.2, R.5 
                PCGS AU 58 CAC  

 
Believed to be the 2nd or 3rd finest known of this rare die pair.  The eye appeal, however, is 
unparalleled!  Rich iridescent hues of gold, turquoise, pale blue and aqua enliven the lustrous 
surfaces.  The strike is better than most, showing slight weakness on the portrait (around 
Liberty’s shoulder) and, on the reverse, at the eagle’s breast, central portions of the motto and 
a few stars under the clouds.  The obverse stars, all dentils and the eagle’s wing feathers are 
well defined.  Three reverse die breaks are visible, suggesting an intermediate die state. 
 
Ed Price’s comment accompanied the last offering of this coin in August 2008 and is worth 
recounting: 
 
In the six weeks from September 22 to November 6, 2002, I dramatically improved the 
quality of my 1801 JR-2 dimes. In September I purchased the only Uncirculated example that 
I have ever seen or heard of. Then in November, the Logan coin was auctioned and I added 
that coin to my collection. I had already owned two Choice AU examples for many years. So 
I had four examples, quite likely all in the Condition Census. I later sold the two I had owned 
for many years. In recent years, I thinned out almost all of the duplicates in the collection. 
But I could never bring myself to part with either of these. One was the finest known 
[PCGS MS 61] and the other [the coin here offered] had extraordinary eye appeal and 
had been in Russ Logan's Collection. 
 
Bidders at the Heritage Sale of Price’s collection treated the two coins with equal respect.  
This piece sold to Roger Solomon for $40,250.  Price’s PCGS MS 61 sold for $44,562. 
 
Ex James A. Stack, Sr., Lot 9 Stack’s Sale of Jan. 16, 1990; Russell Logan, lot 2004 B & M 
Logan/Steinberg Sale of Nov. 2002; and Ed Price, lot 1427 Heritage July/Aug. Baltimore 
ANA Sale. 
 
Estimate: $35,000 to $45,000 
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LOT 7 – 1804 Dr. Bust, Lg. Eagle 13 Star Rev. 10¢ JR.1, R.5 PCGS XF 45 

 
With a reported mintage of just over 8,000 this is the undisputed key to the series.  Just a 
handful of survivors lay claim to grades above VF.  No UNCs are known.  The Solomon coin 
is a paradigm of the assigned grade.  Luster lingers in protected areas.  The devices display 
slight, even wear.  The coin was likely dipped some years back, thereafter developing a soft 
grey patina.  The surfaces are free of bothersome marks or scratches.  Scattered hairlines 
merely confirm a short tour in circulation.  The die bulge between star 1 and the date is 
pronounced and could be easily mistaken for a cud.  Here is a rare opportunity for the serious 
collector unable or unwilling to shell out 6-figures for an AU 1804.  PCGS has graded no 
other XF 45s and but three 1804s in higher grade.  The total PCGS population, in fact, is just 
9 coins! 
 
Acquired privately in March 2005 from Ed Price via Stuart Levine.  Price bought the coin 
February 8, 2003, a year after it surfaced in Bowers & Merena’s auction of Sept. 22, 2002, 
lot 195. 
 
Estimate: $35,000 to $50,000 
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LOT 8 – 1807 Dr. Bust, Lg. Eagle 10¢ JR.1, R.2 PCGS MS 62 
 
A gorgeous coin, at the top end of the assigned grade.  Bold cartwheel luster rolls across the 
surfaces, embellished with raucous, original toning that features electric blue and hues of 
ginger.   The 1807 draped bust dime is the standard type coin of the series.  A healthy 
mintage for the era, 165,000, was produced from a single pair of dies.  The Solomon coin 
displays standard striking characteristics: wild obverse clash marks and weak reverse rims.  
The central devices are dandy (including full breast feathers) and the surfaces are simply 
wonderful.  Expect bidders to stretch for this “common” early bust dime.   
 
Source and date of acquisition not available. 
 
Estimate: $6,500 to $9,000 
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LOT 9 – 1811/9 10¢ JR.1, R.3 PCGS MS 63 
 
A choice uncirculated example of this popular Red Book variety – and condition rarity.  Once 
again the toning is outrageous.  Of the 8 coins designated MS 63 by PCGS it is difficult to 
imagine one with greater eye appeal.  Cartwheel luster pervades the iridescent gold and 
turquoise surfaces.  The reverse die was carried over from 1809.  Remarkably, the central 
devices retain significant detail despite a plethora of clash marks and die cracks.   
 
Provenance and date of acquisition not known. 
 
Estimate: $5,500 to $7,500 
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LOT 10 – 1820 STATESOFAMERICA  10¢ JR.1, R.4 PCGS AU 58 
 
Pleasing silver/grey surfaces with cakey luster and just a trace of friction on the cheek.  
Perfect for the grade.  Later die state with a prominent die bulge encompassing stars 2-4.  
Well struck, as usual for the issue.  The reverse die, of course, appeared years earlier on the 
more common 1814 JR.5.  The 1820 “STATESOFAMERICA” is difficult to locate in grades 
above VF.  The Solomon coin is the first your cataloguer has seen in AU 58.  Just a handful 
of UNCs are known and some of those, to be sure, will not be as nice as the coin here 
offered. 
 
Provenance and date of acquisition not known. 
 
Estimate: $2,750 to $3,300 
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LOT 11 – 1822 10¢ JR.1, R.3 PCGS AU 55 
 
Enticing peripheral toning is the hallmark of this glorious dime.  The halo that frames the 
lustrous centers is the perfect blend of iridescent gold and turquoise.  The strike is excellent 
and the surfaces are free of distractions. The 1822, of course, is a classic rarity and has 
always commanded a significant premium.  From a reported mintage of 100,000 pieces just a 
few are found in high grade.  In 2002 the Benson coin was the sole 1822 dime graded AU 55.  
No other “55’s” have been graded over the past 9½ years.  Just 11 coins have received a 
higher grade, five pieces in AU 58 and six uncirculated coins.  (Duplicate submissions, of 
course, are a possibility.) 
 
Ex Goldberg’s Benson Collection Sale, Part 2, Feb. 18, 2002, lot 469 where Roger Solomon 
was the winning bidder; Dr. Benson was reported to have acquired the coin February 20, 
1945 from J.C. Macallister for $100. 
 
Estimate:  $10,000 to $15,000 
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LOT 12 – 1827 10¢ JR.7, R.3 PCGS MS 64 
 
A magnificent coin and almost certainly the finest know of this moderately scarce die pair.  
The Dime Book authors consider the JR.7 “difficult to find” above XF 40, with the finest 
known appearing in a Stack’s sale of April 11-12, 1978.  The Solomon coin is from an early 
state of the dies (no chip in the 8 of the date).  Softness in the right wing is mandatory for the 
variety.  The eye appeal of the coin is an unequivocal A+.   Electric blue circles the stars, 
framing the iridescent pale copper center.  The reverse is a bit lighter.  The surfaces are 
immaculate.  Booming luster is evident throughout. 
 
Possibly the Lovejoy specimen, Stack’s Oct. 1990, Lot 81 as NGC MS 64 @ $4,750; earlier 
from the Stack’s 1978 sale mentioned above, lot 469.  I cannot, however, confirm a match to 
the plate coin in the Dime Book.  (Most plates were from the Lovejoy collection.)  We do not 
know where or when Solomon acquired the coin.  A guess would be (the late) Jim O’Donnell 
who handled Bill Subjack’s capped bust dimes. 
 
Estimate:  $4,000 to $6,000 
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LOT 13 – 1805 25¢ B.4, R.4- PCGS AU 58 
 
A rich, even grey patina coats the smooth surfaces and quietly subdues underlying luster.  
Hints of blue iridescence are found inside the date.  Weakness in the shield and a few stars 
above is standard for this die pair.  The surrounding devices are crisp.  Both dies were used 
the following year.  The 1806/5 B.1 quarter and 1806/5 O.104 half-dollar are the only 
overdates in U.S. coining history to be struck from obverse dies that were actually used the 
previous year.  Here is a lovely coin for the date, type or variety collector. 
 
From ANR’s auction of Dec. 1, 2003, lot 638. 
 
Estimate: $5,500 to $7,500. 
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LOT 14 – 1815 25¢ B.1, R.1 PCGS AU 58 
 
Thick luster surges through the silver, rust and gold toning.  A balanced strike, sharp dentils 
and high rims augment the eye appeal.  The surfaces are free of both clash and contact marks, 
unusual for the era.  A nice piece! 
 
From ANR’s sale of Oct. 11, 2004, lot 330. 
 
Estimate: $2,500-$3,500. 
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LOT 15 – 1819 Small 9 25¢ B.3, R.1 PCGS AU 55 
 
Beguiling rose iridescence, infused with abundant luster.  Die state 3 (the latest) according to 
Steve Tompkins’ magnificent tome on Early United States Quarters.  All die breaks are well 
advanced, adding sex appeal to an already gorgeous product of the early Mint.  Eye appeal is 
the watchword here! 
 
Provenance, source and date of acquisition unknown.  Most likely a private treaty acquisition 
as this piece is not listed in Tompkins’ 2011 compilation of Auction Appearances & Prices 
Realized. 
 
Estimate: $1,900 to $2,700 
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LOT 16 – 1824/2 25¢ B.1, R.3 PCGS AU 53 (Older Green Label) 
 
A “grey dirt” coin, well struck with smooth, semi-prooflike surfaces under natural toning.  
Softly lustrous throughout.  The `24/2 is no longer a sleeper in the capped bust series.  Its true 
rarity, especially in grades above XF, is reflected in escalating auction prices.  PCGS has 
certified but one uncirculated example.  The Solomon coin is a regal example, essentially 
without faults for the assigned grade. 
 
Acquired March 8, 2005 from ANR’s sale of the Richard Jewell Collection, lot 1668. 
 
Estimate: $7,000 to $9,000. 
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LOT 17 – 1825/4/2 25¢ B.2, R.2 PCGS AU 55 (Older Green Label) 
So-Called 1825/3 

 
Light golden toning flickers through the stars and legend, the remainder of the coin is light 
grey and untoned.  The absence of die breaks and hints of prooflike surfaces suggest an early 
die state.  (Tompkins’ stage 1.)  Die polish and hairlines are accentuated by the watery 
surfaces.  The strike is superb. 
 
Provenance, source and date of acquisition unknown.  Likely a private acquisition as this 
piece is not listed in Tompkins’ 2011 compilation of Auction Appearances & Prices 
Realized. 
 
 
Estimate: $1,500 to $2,500. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 18 

 
 

LOT 18 – 1828 25/50 25¢ B.3, R.5 PCGS XF 40 
 

Here is an insanely popular Red Book variety.  This nicely detailed specimen was dipped 
awhile back and is lighter than the photo suggests.  The smooth, lightly wiped surfaces are 
free of significant marks.  Luster sets the stars to twinkling and frames most other devices.  
With AU examples bringing upwards of 5 figures this is a rare opportunity to fill a difficult 
hole with a pleasing example.  You may have to stretch.  An XF `28 B.3 has not appeared at 
auction for some time.  Steve Tompkins wrote me after hearing of this offering, “… 
surprisingly there have been no EF examples sold in the last 10 years, no VF’s sold in the last 
4 years, and only a couple of AU’s sold in the last 5 years at auction.”  Talk about pent up 
demand.  Egad! 
 
Provenance, source and date of acquisition unknown. 
 
Estimate: $5,000 to $7,500 
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LOT 19 – 1836 25¢ B.2, R.2 PCGS AU 58 (Older Green Label) 
 

A common date and common variety.  Beware!  This may be the prettiest coin in the 
Solomon Collection.  Luster and National Coin Album toning are exquisitely intermingled.  
The resulting eye appeal is staggering.  For more enjoyment the late die state (Tompkins 
stage 7) features a web of crisscrossing die breaks, without loss of detail in the devices.  A 
magical coin for the date and type collector. 
 
Provenance, source and date of acquisition unknown. 
 
Estimate: $1,000 and up. 
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LOT 20 – 1802 50¢ O.101, R.3 PCGS AU 53 
 
An AU 1802 is well established as a condition rarity.  PCGS has graded but 2 uncirculated 
coins, both MS 62, and 15 pieces in AU 53 through 58.  The Solomon coin is more than a 
match for the De Olden PCGS AU 53 that yielded $21,850 in Heritage’s 2008 FUN Sale (lot 
2851).  Both coins were dipped a few decades back and have taken on a diaphanous coat of 
golden toning.  The Solomon coin is better detailed, notably the obverse portrait, and lacks 
the hairlines that infested the De Olden coin.  A minor scuff atop star 9 on the reverse will 
serve as an identifier.  Here is a rare and wonderful opportunity to acquire a rare and 
wonderful coin. 
 
Acquired via private treaty from your cataloguer in April 1998 at the Central States 
Numismatic Society Convention. 
 
Estimate: $13,000 to $19,000. 
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LOT 21 – 1803 Small 3 50¢ O.104, R.3 PCGS AU 55 
 
This is the inaugural appearance of a PCGS AU 55 “Small 3” at auction, one of only two so 
graded by PCGS.  There is one PCGS AU 58, one PCGS MS 62, the David Quellar example, 
and one PCGS MS 64, the Reed Hawn specimen.  A colorful NGC MS 64 recently brought 
$43,125 at Heritage’s Central States Auction (April 28, 2011, lot 5140).  There is, of course, 
a strong argument to be made that the 1803 Small 3 is the equal of the 1801 and 1802 half-
dollars when it comes to “Condition Rarity.”  The Solomon coin is brilliant, untoned with 
exceptional luster for the date.  A hint of golden toning surrounds the stars and legend.  The 
strike is first rate.  A touch of weakness at the eagle’s head being the only quibble.  I find no 
marks worth mention.  All in all, a prize for the date, die variety and Red Book collectors. 
 
Purchased from Anthony Terranova during the April 1998 Central States Numismatic 
Society Convention. 
 
Estimate: $9,000 to $12,000 
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LOT 22 – 1805/4 50¢ O.101, R.3 PCGS AU 50 
 
This scarce overdate features classic album toning, a favorite of Roger Solomon and other 
advanced collectors.  The rainbow of iridescent turquoise and aqua toning surrounds pale 
russets centers.  Flecks of gold sparkle inside Liberty’s well defined curls.  The overdate 
feature is bold, as usual.  Soft luster permeates the lovely toning, a feature this cataloguer 
finds essential to an AU designation but is often lacking. 
 
Purchased from High Grade Coins at the 1999 FUN Show. 
 
Estimate: $6,000 to $8,000. 
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LOT 23 – 1805 50¢ O.111, R.2 PCGS AU 58 
 
A blanket of delicate gold toning coats the obverse, turning to blue and battleship grey as the 
coin is rotated under light.  The reverse is a bit lighter.  Luster rolls across the devices and 
through the fields.  The strike is excellent.  (There is no escaping the lack of star points on 
this issue.)  The hunt for a truly choice AU 1805 is arduous.  There is simply no comparison 
to the comparative abundance of nifty AU’s dated 1806 and 1807.  PCGS has identified but 2 
uncirculated coins dated 1805 (3 more dated 1805/4) while the AU 58 population is limited 
to 5 coins.  At this writing there are 69 1807 Draped Bust Halves in UNC and another 62(!) 
in AU 58.  Are we safe to say that the 1805 is an underrated date in high grade? 
 
Ex David Quellar, Stack’s Oct. 2002 lot 38 where purchased by Buddy Byers; the price more 
than doubled when Stack’s offered the Byers Collection in Oct. 2006, lot 1009; it nearly 
doubled again with the coin’s last appearance in Stack’s Orlando Rarities Sale, Jan. 2009, lot 
412. 
 
Estimate: $12,000 and up. 
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LOT 24 – 1806 6 over inverted 6 50¢ O.111a, R.4 PCGS AU 55 
 
Another splendid, “low pop,” Red Book variety.  The “6 over 9” features a dramatic 
engraver’s error and, on this example, an equally enticing rim cud over ED in UNITED.  The 
obverse of the coin is bisected by a vertical die break that runs through the date and bust.  
Even better, the coin is charming.  The background is light grey with a film of pale rose; the 
centers are surrounded by lightly iridescent album toning.  Standard weakness appears at the 
drapery lines and the opposing wing tip and clouds.  The remainder of the coin is nicely 
impressed.  If a PCGS AU is your cup of tea, there are slim pickings.  Just 8 coins have been 
so encapsulated: four in AU 50, two in AU 55 and two more in AU 58.  Forewarned is 
forearmed.  Prepare your bid accordingly. 
 
Ex David Quellar, purchased by Solomon at the Stack’s auction of October 2002, lot 54 for 
$9,488.  It will bring more today.  The marginally superior “Joseph Thomas” PCGS AU 58 
brought $23,000 in May 2009. 
 
Estimate: $10,000 to $15,000 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 25 

 
 

LOT 25 – 1806 50¢ O.121, R.4 PCGS AU 58 (Older Green Label) 
 
The O.121 is a May/December wedding.  The workhorse obverse die, having survived 5 
marriages to different reverses, ended its career here.  The robust, exquisitely detailed reverse 
is in stark contrast to its aging, worn partner.  Die cracks and clash marks (from a previous 
partner?) have invaded Liberty’s domain.  Yet her drapery lines remain strong and her lower 
curls are sharp.  Here is a die pair with character.  And, yes, eye appeal.  The obverse is 
hypnotic gossamer gold.  The reverse is untoned with luster that would suit a 1963 Franklin 
half-dollar.  There is not a hint of friction on the reverse.  The soft obverse led to PCGS’ 
conservative grade. 
 
Privately, from your cataloguer during the 1998 FUN Show. 
 
Estimate: $5,500 to $7,000. 
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LOT 26 – 1807 Draped Bust 50¢ O.105, R.1 PCGS AU 58 
 
We have another common date, common variety with decidedly uncommon eye appeal.  The 
depth of luster – cakey is the proper descriptor – is remarkable.  A rich patina of grey toning 
is painted with a veneer of simply awesome iridescent album toning.  The strike is crisp 
throughout and the surfaces are smooth.  There is, perhaps, a trace of friction on the obverse.  
Certainly not on the reverse.  This is the way we would like all our “AU 58s” to look. 
 
From Jim McGuigan, privately in April 2006 during the CSNS Convention.  Jim has a 
deserved reputation for carrying problem-free, beautiful coins.  No exception here! 
 
Estimate: $7,000 to $9,000. 
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LOT 27 – 1807 Bearded Goddess 50¢ O.111b, R.5 PCGS XF 45 
 
A true Bearded Goddess, with the hallmark die break extending through the eye and head 
band, into the cap.  There are a good number of slabbed O.111a 1807’s masquerading as 
O.111b’s.  A “beard” is not enough; the die break must reach Liberty’s cap.  The Solomon 
coin is an attractive, high grade example.  Luster enlivens the stars, legend and most devices.  
The toning is a pleasant mix of grey and gold, though somewhat irregular on portions of the 
reverse.  There are minor scuffs around STATES in the legend.  No other marks deserve 
mention.  The 1807 Bearded Goddess is decidedly scarce in higher grades.  A review of 
Steve Herrman’s most recent AMBPR shows that, aside from the otherworldly Meyer coin 
(PCGS AU 55, lot 19 in my Selected Rarities Sale of July 2008 @ $42,350), the Solomon 
coin is the only PCGS coin graded XF 45 or better to appear at auction over the last 10 years. 
 
Acquired at Bowers & Merena’s 2003 ANA Sale, lot 1407. 
 
Estimate: $5,000 to $8,000. 
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LOT 28 – 1807 50/20 50¢ O.112, R.1 PCGS AU 58 CAC 
 
A “WOW” coin despite the late die state.  The creamy grey fields, flecked with sparks of 
rose and gold, are surrounded by intense iridescent album toning.  To be sure there is 
standard weakness in the eagle’s left wing and reverse rims.  A few surface marks are of no 
import in the face of the coin’s staggering eye appeal.  Here is your coin if you covet color 
and originality.  Though an R.1 die pair the 1807 50/20 draws collecting pressure from those 
chasing first year of type. 
 
Date and source of acquisition not known. 
 
Estimate: $5,500 to $7,500. 
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LOT 29 – 1807 Small Stars 50¢ O.113a, R.3 PCGS AU 58 
 

One of the jewels of the Solomon Collection.  The coin is fully lustrous, with perhaps a hint 
of friction on the cheek.  Perhaps not.  Its prior owner, Gehring Prouty, removed the coin 
from a PCGS MS 61 holder.  (He may not have returned the insert, leaving this coin as the 
“MS 61” still listed in the PCGS Pop Report.)  There is not a single hairline on the 
immaculate surfaces.  The centers are lightly toned.  The peripheries display familiar 
iridescence from album storage, featuring pale blue, turquoise and copper.  Striking 
weakness is limited to the eagle’s head, the top of its left wing and maybe a lower curl or 
two.  This is remarkable.  Even high grade examples of this die pair most often appear 
bluntly struck.  The Mint had a terrible time providing well struck examples of John Reich’s 
first design.  Here is a rare and wonderful exception. 
 
Ex Gehring Prouty.  Acquired privately from your cataloguer during the 2000 ANA 
Convention in Philadelphia as a raw coin graded MS 61. 
 
Estimate: $10,000 and up. 
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LOT 30 – 1807 Large Stars 50¢ O.114, R.3 PCGS AU 58 (Green Label) 
 
Wisps of golden toning brighten the natural grey patina.  Unbroken luster rolls through the 
fields and across the devices.  This is a late die state with breaks not mentioned in Overton.  
The reverse strike is exceptional.  The obverse strike is better than most, with weakness 
confined to Liberty’s lower curls.  Full rims, sharp dentils and 13 stars with their center 
points complete this work of art.  A solid entry in today’s Condition Census. 
 
Thus ends an extraordinary run of the four Capped Bust 1807 Red Book varieties.  Not since 
Jim Pryor’s set was offered in 1996 has there been anything like the Solomon assemblage.  
Will an astute bidder make an effort to keep them together? 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer during the 2006 FUN Show. 
 
Estimate: $8,500 and up. 
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LOT 31 – 1808/7 50¢ O.101, R.1 PCGS AU 55 
 
Even pale gold toning conceals none of the impressive cartwheel luster.  The late die state of 
this popular overdate comes with a delightful assortment of intersecting obverse die breaks.  
The reverse rims are soft but the central details are little impacted by die wear.  The surfaces 
are problem free.  Those who preview the coin may wonder why it was not awarded a higher 
grade.  Look elsewhere for an answer.  Treat this little treasure as a “58” when computing 
your bid.  
 
Purchased from Early American Rarities during the April 2008 Central States show. 
 
Estimate: $3,000 to $4,500. 
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LOT 32 – 1812/1 Large 8 50¢ O.101a, R.5- PCGS AU 50 
 

Last appearing in my 2006 ANA Selected Rarities Sale of the Charles De Olden Collection, 
lot 16, then in an NGC AU 50 capsule and described as follows: Untoned, quietly lustrous 
with silver-grey surfaces.  No marks of consequence, just the usual stray hairlines from 
short-term circulation.  Dipped years ago, but not cleaned.  A Red Book staple for years, the 
charisma and fame of the 12 over 11 Large 8 is but a step behind the 1817/4.   
 
When the coin failed to meet its sturdy reserve a private sale was quickly negotiated with 
David Olmstead of Alpine Numismatic, Inc.  David has been a friend, colleague and 
sometimes mentor of your cataloguer for many years.  He is an astute dealer and 
numismatist.  He offered the coin (at $24,000), clothed in its current PCGS wrapper, in 
Alpine’s Fixed Price List of January 2009.  Roger Solomon acquired the piece that month.  
The coin is not a match for Don Frederick’s PCGS AU 53 that brought $43,125 last year.  It 
is, however, among the five or six finest known specimens.  Here is an exciting opportunity 
for serious collectors of Red Book and die variety sets. 
   
Ex Don Gunnet who owned the coin for many years before selling it to your cataloguer (raw) 
during the 2000 ANA Convention.  De Olden purchased the coin before the Convention 
closed, later submitting it to NGC for authentication and grading. 
 
Estimate: $18,000 to $25,000. 
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LOT 33 – 1814 Single Leaf  50¢ O.105a, R.2 PCGS AU 50 
 
The Solomon coin is among the 2 or 3 finest known examples of the single-leaf variety.  The 
Meyer/Getty PCGS MS 63 is the only specimen that is clearly superior.  Were it not for worn 
dies, indigenous to this die state, I believe that PCGS would have awarded the coin a choice 
uncirculated designation.  Students of the series will know the coin for what it is.  The luster 
on this piece is deep and undisturbed.  A protective “grey dirt” patina has taken hold.  Hints 
of golden iridescence boost the eye appeal to record levels for an “MS 62.”   
 
Purchased from your cataloguer at the January 2006 FUN Show. 
 
Estimate: $5,000 to $8,000 
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LOT 34 – 1814 E/A 50¢ O.108/108a, R.2 PCGS AU 55 
 
A blast of unrestrained luster greets the viewer.  The untoned surfaces are virtually unmarked 
and utterly free of hairlines.  Friction is confined to Liberty’s cheek.  The intermediate die 
state is explained by the presence of all reverse indicia of the O.108a but the absence of an 
obverse die break, top of date to drapery.  The strike is vastly superior to most seen.  The 
1814 E/A is common in lower grades.  High grade specimens are a challenge – and 
expensive.  It is a ubiquitous entry on want lists of advanced, quality conscious collectors.  
The Solomon coin, knocking on the door of the Condition Census, is not to be overlooked. 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer at the April 2008 Central States Convention. 
 
Estimate: $2,750 to $4,000. 
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LOT 35 – 1815/2 50¢ O.101, R.2 PCGS AU 58  
 
Roger Solomon was justifiably pleased with his acquisition of this key date to the capped 
bust series.  His terse comment: “A [for eye appeal] with awesome sea green, gold and blue 
toning.”  The surfaces enjoy the usual assortment of clash marks.  No other disturbances 
merit comment.  The eye appeal of the Solomon coin puts to shame the recent auction 
offerings of PCGS AU 55 and 58 1815s.  Expect a leap forward in pricing when the dust 
settles on bids for this magnificent coin. 
 
Ex Gehring Prouty.  Acquired raw (as “AU+”) from your cataloguer at the 2000 ANA 
Convention. 
 
Estimate: $17,000 to $22,000. 
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LOT 36 – 181.7 Punctuated Date 50¢ O.103, R.2 PCGS AU 55 
 
BHNC co-founder Floyd Farley coined the term “grey dirt” to describe a coin with a silver-
grey patina of ancient origin.  Here is a classic example.  The color is “battleship grey.”  The 
texture of the patina tells the experienced eye that a truly original coin is in hand.  There is 
light friction across Liberty’s portrait and the tops of the eagle’s wings.  Bold, cakey luster is 
undisturbed in the fields.  The surfaces are a delight to behold.  The punctuated date is 
another fixture on want lists of those assembling an aristocratic Red Book set. 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer during the 2004 ANA Convention. 
 
Estimate: $1,400 to $2,000. 
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LOT 37 – 1819/8 Small 9 50¢ O.101, R.1 PCGS AU 58 
 
Six die pairs in 1819 carry an overdate, O.101 through O.106.  Only one obverse die, 
however, is punched with a small 9, the variety here offered.  The remaining die pairs feature 
a large 9.  Although the O.101 is an R.1 (very common) marriage the demand for high grade 
examples is amplified by pressure from two segments of the collecting community: Red Book 
and die variety collectors. The Solomon coin is a top-end “58.”  The surfaces are pristine, the 
strike excellent and the magnificent toning is original.  The deep blue/grey obverse patina is 
enhanced by a halo of sunset colored iridescence.  The equally attractive reverse is lighter, 
with shimmering hues of gold and turquoise.  Here is a “PQ” coin destined to bring “PQ” 
bids. 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer at the 2003 CSNA Convention. 
 
Estimate: $2,000 to $2,750. 
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LOT 38 – 1820/19 Sq. Base 2 50¢ O.101a, R.3 PCGS AU 58 
 
An exquisitely detailed specimen, the central obverse with attractive pale gold toning 
enclosed by a halo of colorful iridescence.  The reverse is brilliant with light toning through 
the denomination and legend.  Hairlines will be found under the obverse toning; the reverse 
surfaces are fully lustrous with minor contact marks and no hairlines.  The square base 2 
overdate is scarcer than its curl base 2 counterpart.  Advanced collectors need not be 
reminded that 1820 carries the 3rd lowest mintage in the capped bust series, behind 1815 and 
1807. 
 
From Heritage’s 1994 ANA Sale, lot 5363 where offered raw as MS 60 and described as 
follows: 1820/19 MS 60. O-101, R.2. Satiny surfaces peer out from beneath the olive-gold toned surfaces of 
this coin. Darker burnt-gold and steel-blue colors appear near the peripheries. The reverse appears brighter and 
has slightly less color than the obverse.  Roger Solomon prevailed at what was then a strong price, 
$1,045. 
 
Estimate: $2,000 to $2,500. 
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LOT 39 – 1820 Sq. 2, Lg. Date, No Knob 50¢ O.106, R.1 PCGS AU 58 
 
Here is my favorite of a sensational group of 1820s from the Solomon Collection.  The coin 
displays full luster with but a trace of friction on the portrait: the hallmark of a true “58.”  
The watery surfaces are blessed with a translucent, iridescent gloss of rose and gold toning.  
The strike is balanced with a touch of softness at Liberty’s lower drapery and the eagle’s 
claws.  Roger Solomon graded this one “A-” for eye appeal.  He was tough grader! 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer at the 2008 CSNS show.  Ex Tom Palmer who acquired the 
coin at Heritage’s Feb. 1999 Long Beach Auction, lot 5221 where offered raw and described: 
1820 MS 62. O-106, R.1. A well struck example that is lustrous under medium gray toning with darker iridescent 
highlights. 
 
Estimate: $2,500 to $3,000. 
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LOT 40 – 1823 Broken 3 50¢ O.101, R.3 PCGS AU 58 
 
Scintillating luster punctuates the dazzling eye appeal of this Red Book staple.  The delicately 
toned centers are framed by pale, iridescent gold toning.  A coin of this caliber is jocularly 
referred to as “AU 63.”  The surfaces and depth of luster are everything one expects of a 
choice uncirculated coin.  The reverse certainly makes that grade.  There is the barest friction 
on Liberty’s cheek – enough, perhaps, to “justify” the PCGS grade.  Indeed, when last 
offered at auction the coin was in an NGC MS 61 holder.  Roger preferred to have his bust 
halves in PCGS capsules and accepted the 3 point downgrade.  Does it matter?  Of course 
not.  Stretch mightily if you wish to add this coin to your collection. 
 
From Heritage’s May 2004 CSNS Signature sale, lot 7355 with this understated description: 
1823 50C Broken 3 MS61 NGC.  O-101, R.3. ...  Medium gold and rose hues invigorate the peripheries, while 
the centers are untoned. A sharply struck, satiny, and attractive piece.  Your cataloguer purchased the 
coin as agent for Roger Solomon at $2,760.  Oh for a time capsule! 
 
Estimate: $3,500 to $4,500. 
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LOT 41 – 1823 Ugly 3 50¢ O.110a, R.3 PCGS AU 58 
 
A largely untoned example, silver-grey in color with hints of gold at the peripheries.  Luster 
in the obverse fields is lightly disturbed.  The cartwheel is full on the reverse.  There are a 
few toning spots, accentuated in the plate.  (A hands-on preview is important if you wish to 
be competitive with your bids.)  The demand for choice examples of the Ugly 3 is 
comparable to the Broken 3.  The eye appeal of the Solomon coin is good, but not a match 
for the preceding 1823 Broken 3.  Solomon’s personal assessment was A- for the preceding 
lot and B for this one.  No argument. 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer during the 1999 ANA Convention. 
 
Estimate: $2,400 to $3,000. 
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LOT 42 – 1828 Curl Base 2 with Knob 50¢ O.107, R.2 PCGS AU 58 
 
Here is a “sleeper.”  The O.107 die pair is fairly common.  Then why have choice AU 
examples been bringing over $2,000 for the past three years or so?  [Check your AMBPR if 
you hadn’t noticed.]  Is the rarity rating inaccurate?  It’s not.  The “problem” is that the Curl 
2 with Knob is a distinct Red Book variety and there are but two (of 23) 1828 die pairs with 
this feature.  The other, 1828 O.106, is a very sticky R.4+ with maybe 100 or so pieces 
known.  Die variety collectors chased it for years, sweeping the market clean of high grade 
pieces.  This leaves the 1828 O.107 to service the needs of a legion of Red Book collectors.  
The Solomon coin is the archetype AU 58.  It is beautifully toned – antique grey centers, 
iridescent blue, green and gold peripheries – with nice luster and superb surfaces.  Another 
top notch coin for a top notch collection. 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer during the 1999 ANA Convention. 
 
Estimate: $2,100 to $2,600. 
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LOT 43 – 1830 Large Letters Reverse 50¢ O.114, R.5 PCGS AU 50 
 
When I entered the bust half dollar arena circa 1982 the ̀ 30 large letters was spoken of in 
hushed tones.  It was an R.6 die pair.  And a tough R.6 at that, with less than 20 pieces 
known.  More than one savvy cherry-picker from early days of the Bust Half Nut Club had 
come up empty.  Over the years new examples trickled in.  Oddly, several of them were 
uncirculated or nearly so.  The Witham, Reiver, Pugh, Hilgard, and Dosier coins come to 
mind.  Each grades “AU 62,” with no example clearly better than any other. 
 
The Pugh-Prouty-Meyer specimen, at various times graded choice AU through PCGS MS 62, 
is plated in Overton.  It brought $20,435 in my July 2008 Selected Rarities sale of coins from 
the Meyer Collection [lot 41].  Two years earlier the Reiver coin sold for $18,400.  Witham’s 
piece brought $14,950 last year. We should note that Heritage sold an unattributed 1830 
O.114 in the Internet only portion of its March 2009 Baltimore sale, lot 8671.  It was graded 
AU 58 by ICG and seems to have slipped by an inattentive audience, selling for only $5,175. 
 
There is a significant gap in the Condition Census following the bluebloods mentioned 
above.  I know of no examples graded AU 55 or AU 53 by NGC or PCGS.  The Solomon 
coin appears to be the sole example graded AU 50 by either service.  The coin is accurately 
depicted in the photo above: even medium grey toning of ancient origin, lighter on the high 
points with soft luster throughout.  A small bag mark on the cheek is a ready identifier. 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer during the 2004 ANA Convention. 
 
Estimate: $7,000 to $10,000. 
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LOT 44 – 1835 50¢ O.105, R.1 PCGS MS 63 
 
Impossibly beautiful toning – as suggested by the photo.  You simply must see this one in 
person!   Every color of a South Seas sunset is found on the shimmering, smooth surfaces.  
Full cartwheel luster adds to the fire.  The strike is a marvel.  Examine Liberty’s drapery 
lines, lower curls and clasp.  Compare them to the eagle’s claws and arrow feathers.  Egad, 
what a coin!  The 1835, by the way, is not simply the scarcest of the late dates, 1830 through 
1836.  One must search the PCGS Population Report back to 1822(!) to find a year in which 
fewer bust halves have been graded.  Yes, there will be keen competition for this lovely coin. 
 
Purchased from your cataloguer during the 2005 CSNS Convention. 
 
Estimate: $2,500 and up. 
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LOT 45 – 1836 50/00 50¢ O.116, R.2 PCGS AU 55 
 
I recall Roger Solomon bemoaning his lack of success in finding a choice AU or uncirculated 
example of the “50 over double zero.”  In the spring of 2001 an old time collection of bust 
halves appeared at an R.M. Smythe auction in New York City.  The Smythe Company sent 
the coins to PCGS before issuing its catalogue.  A case of food poisoning must have been 
making the rounds at PCGS headquarters.  Most of the coins were returned obviously and 
significantly undergraded.  An 1801, 1805/4 and 1817/3 quickly come to mind.  There were 
others, including this piece.  Word soon got around.  The misadventures at PCGS probably 
worked to the consigning family’s advantage.  The dealer community showed up en masse at 
lot viewing.  This would NOT be a “secret auction!”  Roger commissioned me to bid on the 
1836 50/00.  I assured him that the eye appeal, enhanced by pastel silver and gold toning, met 
his standards.  The luster, I said, was “off the charts” for an AU 55.  The next owner will be 
as pleased with his purchase as was Roger.  Suggestion: search prices for coins grading AU 
58 through MS 62 when researching your bid. 
 
Ex R.M. Smythe sale of May 2005, lot 1158. 
 
Estimate: $1,500 to $2,100. 
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LOT 46 – 1795 3-Leaves FH $1 B.5, BB.27 R.1 PCGS AU 50 
 
Die State III according to the Bowers/Borckardt encyclopedia, making it a common die state 
of a common die variety.  But hold your horses!  This is an uncommonly “original” piece, 
carefully chosen by Roger Solomon.  The surfaces are virtually pristine, graced by a light 
blanket of “grey dirt” toning.  Sunset colors appear in the peripheries as one rotates the coin 
under direct light.  The modest striking weakness in Liberty’s central curls and on the eagle’s 
breast is typical of this die pair.  Luster survives in the fields, stronger around the devices.  
Here is an early dollar with exceptional eye appeal.  Bid accordingly. 
 
Source and date of acquisition not known. 
 
Estimate: $15,000 to $18,000. 
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LOT 47 – 1798 Sm. Eagle, 13 Stars DB $1 B.1, BB.82 R.1 
PCGS AU 50 (Older Green Label) 

 
Dipped awhile back, now a pleasant, even light grey, sporting more than adequate luster for 
the grade.  The trained eye will note that the coin has been very gently wiped.  The reverse 
has a few adjustment marks, none prominent.  The die state lies between II and III according 
to Bowers/Borckardt.  The surfaces are refreshingly free of significant contact marks; a 
miniscule tick under the right base of Y is the only one to be mentioned.  Those seeking the 
small eagle varieties of 1798 need no reminder of the scarcity of the issue, especially in high 
grade.  Bowers suggested a Condition Census for the 13 star variety that included one 
uncirculated piece, two AU’s and an XF.  Nearly 20 years later it would be no surprise if the 
Solomon coin retains its place in that august group. 
 
Date and source of acquisition not known. 
 
Estimate: $16,000 to $23,000. 
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LOT 48 – 1799/8 15 Stars Reverse $1 B.3, BB.141 R.2 PCGS AU 53 
 
Antique slate grey toning dominates the fields.  The peripheries are enlivened with light 
copper iridescence.  In this late die state the reverse die is giving way, seemingly unable to 
bring up central details, including most of the right wing.  The surfaces are nice.  No 
adjustment marks, one tick along the inner points of star 13.  A handsome coin that saw little 
circulation. 
 
Date and source of acquisition not known. 
 
Estimate: $6,000 to $8,000. 
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LOT 49 – 1802/1 Close Date $1 B.1, BB.231 R.4 NGC AU 55 
 
A beautiful coin with antique silver and grey toning, infused with iridescent flashes of russet 
and copper.  The luster matches expectations for a choice AU coin and is exceptionally 
strong on the reverse.  The strike is well balanced, showing slight weakness in the eagle’s 
lowest breast feathers and, perhaps, Liberty’s central tresses and protruding ribbon.  Through 
auction appearances over the past two or three decades the B.1 die pair has demonstrated its 
true scarcity.  Most “2 over 1” offerings are B.2, B.3 or B.4.  In 1993 Q. David Bowers 
observed, “[This variety] is very rare in all grades.  Only about 100 to 175 are estimated to 
survive….  Specimens exist mainly in the lower grades, although a few AU pieces have 
appeared in the literature.  For this variety, EF would be a notable condition.”  The Solomon 
coin is a likely candidate for admission to the Condition Census and will be a welcome 
addition to an advanced collection. 
 
Date and source of acquisition not known. 
 
Estimate: $10,000 to $14,000.  
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LOT 50 – 1802 Wide Normal Date $1 B.5, BB.242 R.5+ NGC AU 58 
 
Rich slate-grey toning with flickers of iridescent pale blue and gold.  Full luster on the 
reverse; obverse luster lightly disturbed in the obverse fields.  Early die state with but one 
feathery reverse die break visible: rim to left side of tail feathers and no further.  Sharply 
struck throughout.  This is the rarest of the non-overdate 1802 die pairs.  Bill Luebke’s NGC 
AU 53 (Heritage, Jan. 2007 Lot 5045) appears to be the only high grade 1802 B.5 to appear 
at auction in recent memory.  Dr. Hesselgesser’s PCGS AU 58 is slated to appear in the 
Goldberg’s September’s auction.  Check the PCGS Registry Set pages for a photo which 
suggests that the Solomon coin may be better struck around the eagle’s head, breast feathers 
and central portions of the motto. 
 
As a distinct Red Book variety the “wide normal date” faces a twofold assault from the 
collecting community.  This high Condition Census piece is the most important of Solomon’s 
early dollars – and among the most attractive – a fitting way to close the Sale. 
 
Date and source of acquisition not known. 
 
Estimate: $12,000 and up. 

 


